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Radical Environmentalism’s Print History: From Earth First! to Wild Earth

by Bron Taylor

This exhibition sheds light on the publications of the radical environmental movement Earth First! and its
offshoots. American scholar and conservationist Bron Taylor discusses the political and ethical history of the
movement while highlighting the unique collection of Earth First! movement writings hosted on the
Environment & Society Portal.
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Environment and Society in Munich, Germany. In addition to their availability of the Environment & Society Portal,
most of the collection’s publications have also been digitally archived with the University Library's digital collections at
LMU Munich. You can find them here. Views expressed in these materials do not necessarily reflect the views or
positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners.
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Introducing Earth First!
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Dave Foreman€s image was used in a 1985 journal (Earth First! 5, no. 7 ) to advertise Earth First'€s merchandise, which included
camouflage baseball caps

« Earth First!

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their own use, all the rights provided by copyright law, such as distribution, performance, ar
creation of derivative works.

Earth First!, the best known of the so-called ,radical environmentalf groups, was founded in 1980 in tt
southwestern United States. Dave Foremamhadbeen working forhe WildernesSociety , was the most
charismatic and well-connected of the new movement€s co-founders. He soormémeipgradned
announcement of the group, explaining that politics as usual,electoral politics and lobbying,liad failed
significantly slow, let alone halt the destruction of the wilderness areas and a corresponding decline of -

continent€s biodiversity.
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September 1, 1980
Memo Tos the leading intellectual and literary lights of EARTH FIRST

From: Dave Foreman
Re: EARTH FIRST Statement of Principles and Membership Brochure

Hey, buckaroos ... enclosed 1s a very rough draft of the above. Read 1%,
add, delete, edit, throw it out and write your own. BRough as it is, I
fizure putting something down on paper will be the only way to get you
all thinking about it. Feel free to criticize everything: concept,

approach, grammar, spelling, whatever.
EARTH FIRST STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES i
* Wilderness has a right to exist for 1ts own sake

* Al]l 1life forms, from virus to the great whales, have an inherent and
equal right to exlstence

W &
*fMankind is no greater than any other form of life and has no leglti-
mate claim to dominate Earth

#* Humankind, through overpopulation, anthropocentrism, industrializa-
tlon, excessive energy consumptlon/resource extractlon, state
capltalism, father-figure hlerarchies, imperialism, pollution, and
natural area destruction, threatens the basic 1life processes of EARTH

# A1l human declslons should conslder Earth first, humankind second

* The only true test of morality 1s'whebhar an action, individual,
social, or political, benefits Earth

* Humankind wlll be happler, healthler, more secure, and more comfort-
able 1n a soclety that recognizeszs humankind's true blologlcal nature
and which is in dynamie harmony with the total blosphere

* Political compromise has no place in the defense of Earth

* Earth is Goddess and the proper object of human worship {

In the very first Earth First memo, founder Dave Foreman explains the conception and program of the then newly founded Earth First
organization. Read the entire Statement of Principles and Membership Brochure here .
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This first Earth First! logo with an added exclamation point, formulated in 1981 (see Earth First! 1, no. 3)
« Earth First!
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With the slogan, ,No compromise in defense of mother earth!f,and punctuating their passion by putting an
exclamation point at the end of their moniker Earth First!,Foreman and his comrades promoted the idea tha
every life form, and indeed every ecosystem, has intrinarcdaatightto live and flourish regardless of
human interests. (In the parlance of environmental ethics this notion has been variously labeled as ecocentr
biocentrism, and deep ecology.)

It was this ethical standpoint, combined with a view that democratic processes had broken down, weakenec
were corrupted by corporate power and wealth, upon which Earth Firstlers based their contention that extr

legal tactics in defense of threatened species and ecosystems were morally warranted. Soon, those drawn
movement would put such convictions into practice, engaging in civil disobedience and sabotage as mean
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thwart environmentally destructive commercial enterprises and the governmental decisions that enabled them

And before long, business leaders, politicians, law enforcement authorities, and many others would rise up
attack these activists, labeling them terrorists and working ardently to suppress their movement. The ensu
conflicts have been long, trenchant, wrenching, and sometimes violent.

WILDERNESS WAR IN OREGON
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Earth Firstlers Diana Warren, Molly Campbell, Peter Swanson, William Smith, and Doug Norlen facing a bulldozer during the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness blockade to save 150,000 acres of primeval forest. All were arrested, arraigned, and placed on probation with
restraining orders issued against theRarfhelrst/ 3, no. 5 .

Photograph by Frank Siles
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700 ARRESTED IN AUSTRALIA
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This article about the arrests of 700 Australian Earth Firstlers protesting the damming of the Franklin River in Tasmania shows the spre
of the movement and its values beyond the United States. See Earth First! 3, no. 3.
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Smn after Earth First!'€s founding, its mimeographed announcement morphedl Hita!/: The Radical
Environmental Journal, which is now available in fudre on the Environment & Society Portal. While much

has been written about this movemedtits influence on environmental politics in the United States and other
countries, there is no better way,apart from having been present when these activists gather to play, pl
strategy, or protest,to get a visceral feehbomovement thary perusing the journal. Yet the pages of the

journal may be more intelligible with some background about the events that gave rise to the movement anc
overview of some of the watershed moments in its history.
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Tributaries of Radical Environmentalism before Earth First!

The event that precipitated the formation of Earth First! was a devastating defeat in the late 1970s at the enc
the US Forest Service€s *Roadless Area Review and Evaluation, process, in which the Forest Service refus
grant the designation of swilderness, to areas that many conservationists considered biologically important. B
the seeds of radical environmentalism had already sprouted long before then. As early as the 1950s there
scattered incidents of sabotage in the United States in defiance of environmentally destructive and aesthetic
displeasing commercial enterprises. Some of these were reflected in the writings of the Southwestern wr
Edward Abbey , first subtly, in his classic memoir Desert Solitaire (1968).

Earth First! 9, no. S
f Earth First! Journal

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their own use, all the rights provided by copyright law, such as distribution, performance, an
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In it, while ruminating on his time as a park ranger at Utah€s Arches National Monument (now a national park
Abbey alluded to late-night sabotage campaigns by wilderness lovers that had begun in the late 1950s. S
Abbey publishedhe Monkey Wrench Gang (1975), a novel abouieand of passionate if crazed and angry
environmentalists who roamed the deserts of the Southwest, destroying billboards, bulldozers, and conspiring
blow up Arizona€s Glen Canyon Dam to liberate the Colorado River, whigdhtthdybeen unjustly
incarcerated behind it. Abbey combined evocative, pantheistic writing about the sublinawelusiif a

unique form of libertarian anarchism that resonated with biocentrism, atwinigy sspired many of those

who formed Earth First! Earlier nature writers, especially Henry David Thoreau, John Muir, and Aldo Leopold,
also helped to kindle the movement, as did a hwgef whdrom the 1960s onward provided strong
critigues of mechanistic, hierarchal, patriarchal, monotheistic, agricultural-industrial-capitalist societies,

especially Rachel Carson, Paul Shepard, Louis Mumford, Lynn White Jr., and Roderick Nash.

Taylor, Bron. *Radical Environmentalism€s Print History: From Earth First! t0 Wild Earth., Environment & Society Portal, Virtual
Exhibitions 2018, no. 1. Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society. doi.org/10.5282/rcc/7988.
Chapter: Tributaries of Radical Environmentalism before Earth First!

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7990
PDF created on: 23 June 2021 11:26:24


http://www.religionandnature.com/ern/sample/Loeffler--Abbey.pdf
https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/7988
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/monkey-wrench-gang
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/earth-first-9-no-5

The original exhibition includes and interactive gallery of authors
and books that have inspired the Earth First! movement. View the
items on the following pages.

ADDLY

Abbey, Edward. The Monkey Wrench Gang . Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 1975.

When the cities are gone, he thought, and all the ruckus has died away, when sunflowers push up through the concrete
and asphalt of the forgotten interstate freeways, when the Kremlin and the Pentagon are turned into nursing homes for
generals, presidents and other such shitheads, when the glass-aluminum skyscraper tombs of Phoenix Arizona barely
show above the sand dunes, why then, why then, why then by God maybe free men and wild women on horses, free
women and wild men, can roam the sagebrush canyonlands in freedom,goddammit!, herding the feral cattle into box
canyons, and gorge on bloody meat and bleeding fucking internal organs, and dance all night to the music of fiddles!
banjos! steel guitars! by the light of a reborn moon!,by God, yes! Until, he reflected soberly, and bitterly, and sadly,
until the next ice age and iron comes down, and the engineers and the farmers and the general motherfuckers come back
again.

» Edward Abbey in The Monkey Wrench Gang
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WALDEN;

LIFE IN THI WOODS.

By HENREY D, THOREAT,
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Thoreau, Henry David. Walden; or, Life in the Woods . Boston: Ticknor and Fields, 1854.

| went to the woods because | wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if | could not
learn what it had to teach, and not, when | came to die, discover that | had not lived. | did not wish to live what was not
life, living is so dear; nor did | wish to practice resignation, unless it was quite necessary. | wanted to live deep and suck
out all the marrow of life, to live so sturdily and Spartan-like as to put to rout all that was not life, to cut a broad swath
and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms, and, if it proved to be mean, why then to get
the whole and genuine meanness of it, and publish its meanness to the world; or if it were sublime, to know it by
experience, and be able to give a true account of it in my next excursion.

» Henry David Thoreau in Walden.

A Sand County
ALMANAC

AND SKETCHES HERE AND THERE

By ALDO LEOPOLD

M 2 B
Leopold, Aldo. 4 Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There . Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 1949.

One of the penalties of an ecological education is that one lives alone in a world of wounds. Much of the damage
inflicted on land is quite invisible to laymen. An ecologist must either harden his shell and make believe that the
consequences of science are none of his business, or he must be the doctor who sees the marks of death in a community
that believes itself well and does not want to be told otherwise.

» Aldo Leopold in 4 Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There
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Rachel
carson

Carson, Rachel. Silent Spring . Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1962.

Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will ensure as long as life lasts. There is
something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature , the assurance that dawn comes after night, and spring
after winter.

(-]

A Who€s Who of pesticides is therefore of concern to us all. If we are going to live so intimately with these chemicals
eating and drinking them, taking them into the very marrow of our bones - we had better know something about their
nature and their power.

» Rachel Carson in Silent Spring

GARY

ShlYDER

Turﬂz Island

with “FOUR CHANGES"

;0, $ PULITZER PRIZE
®s7 for POETRY 1975

»

Snyder, Gary. Turtle Island. New York: A New Directions Bookm, 1974.

*Goal: Clean air, clean clear-running rivers, the presence of Pelican and Osprey and Gray Whale in our lives; salmon and
trout in our streams; unmuddied language and good dreams.,
» Gary Snyder in Turtle Island
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Deonella H. Meadows
Dennis L. Meadows
J¢rgen Randers
William W. Behrens 11l

A Report for THE CLUB OF ROME’S Project on the
Predicament of Mankind
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Donella H. Meadows et al. The Limits to Growth , New York: Universe Books, 1972.

People don€t need enormous cars; they need admiration and respect. They don€t need a constant stream of new clothes;
they need to feel that others consider them to be attractive, and they need excitement and variety and beauty. People
don€t need electronic entertainment; they need something interesting to occupy their minds and emotions. And so forth.
Trying to fill real but nonmaterial needs-for identity, community, self-esteem, challenge, love, joy-with material things is

to set up an unquenchable appetite for false solutions to never-satisfied longings. A society that allows itself to admit and
articulate its nonmaterial human needs, and to find nonmaterial ways to satisfy them, world require much lower material
and energy throughputs and would provide much higher levels of human fulfillment.

, Donella H. Meadows in The Limits to Growth: The 30-Year Update

Likewise, the tributaries of radical environmentalism included diverse streams of the American countercultu
which incubated in the 1950s and emerged as a powerful cultural force in the 1960s. Its elements included a

suspicion of, if not outright antipathy towards, the religious and philosophical underpinnings of Western

culture, which was said to obviate a proper understanding of sacredness and kinship of all life and to be linke:
arepressive patriarchal order. Offered as alternatives, variously, were worldviews rooted in indigenous traditi
(epecially American Indians), recently revitalized pagan religions, or religions originating in Asia, as well

understandings emerging from ecology and new sciences ranging from quantum and complexity theory
conservation biology and tBaia hypothesisThese diverse streams were all said to recognize the

interrelatedness and mutual dependence of all life and to provide better ethical guideposts than Weste
civilization with its sky gods, philosophical dualism, and reductionist science. Fused to this were leftist «
anarchist political ideologies, and sometimes a corresponding revolutionary fervor, envisioning the overthrow
eventual collapse of a putatively authoritarian and environmentally unsustainable capitalist nation-state.
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Binary associations typical of radical environmentalism. Adapted from the article *Radical Environmentalism , in Encyclopedia of
Religion and Nature, €d. Bron Taylor (London & New York: Continuum, 2005).

f Bron Taylor 2017
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No one better exemplified or promoted the general thrust of these critiques than the poet/@hitpsopher
Snyder , who had been deeply involved in the San Francisco counterculture. In his remarkably innovative (e
eventually, Pulitzer Prize-winning) book of poetry andifwekdland (1969), Snyder advanced an animistic

and biocentric spirituality influenced by American Indian cultures and shaped by his long-standing Buddhis
practice. He fused these spiritual views to a decentralist, anarchist ideology inspired by Petr Kropotkin and 1
International Workers of the World (a.k.a. the Wobblies) that he and others innovatively labeled Bioregionalist
which sought to reconfigure political loyalties and revive a sense of connectedness with the watersheds
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ecosystems people inhabit and to which they belong. This mix of nature-based spiritualities and decentra
political ideologies was a close countercultural cousin to Earth First!; the bioregionalists focused on creat
environmentally sustainable and spirituality meaningful communities while Earth Firstlers prioritized direct
resistance to what they also considered the destructive force of Western civilization.
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DAVID JOHNSON

An Earth First! Tree. See Earth First! 2, no. 3 .
f David Johnson
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Although there were differences and sometimes tensions between members of these movements, in the y
preceding and following the invention of Earth First!, there was enough overlap in the ideas and people invol

in Bioregionalism and Earth First! that the main elements of what could be called the worldview of radic:
environmentalism came into view.
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So, when Earth First! announced its arrival and intention to disrupt politics as usual, there was fertil
countercultural ground upon which to draw. Indeed, in the early 1980s, there were many radicals without
cause, as the Cold War and nuclear anxieties had ebbed and Latin American revolutions were pacified, w
environmental alarm, even apocalypticism, had continued to grow, fueled in part by the Club of Rome€
landmark 1972 report titled The Limits to Growth . The stage was set for the dramatic entry of Earth First! into
US environmental politics.

Websites linked in this text:

T http://www.religionandnature.com/ern/sample/Loeffler--Abbey.pdf

T http://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/monkey-wrench-gang

T http://www.brontaylor.com/environmental_articles/pdf/Taylor--Tributaries.pdf

T http://www.religionandnature.com/ern/sample/Monaghan--Gaia.pdf

T http://www.religionandnature.com/ern/sample/Taylor,Bron--Snyder.pdf

T http://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/limits-growth-report-club-romes-project-predicament-mankind

Websites linked in image captions:

T http://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/earth-first-9-no-5

T http://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/monkey-wrench-gang

T http://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/walden-or-life-woods

T http://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/sand-county-almanac-and-sketches-here-and-there

T http://lwww.environmentandsociety.org/mml/silent-spring

T http://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/limits-growth-report-club-romes-project-predicament-mankind
T http://www.religionandnature.com/ern/sample/Taylor--RadicalEnvironmentalism.pdf

T http://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/earth-first-2-no-3
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The Earth First! Journal as a Gateway to Movement History

From its inception, the Earth First! movement prized robust debate. Although periodic controversies erupte
about articles and views that were excluded from the pagéd-nf:/€there has been an ongoing debate

about whether the journal should be for outreach and therefore somewhat more moderate and without undu
expression of internal disputes, or for internal, movement discussion, debate, and strategizing€reading
provides a good sense of the movementes political and spiritual dimensions, campaigns, successes and fa
diversity, disputes, and schisms, and a window into the ways their adversaries and law enforcement author
responded. It may be helpful to have some sense of what to look for when wading into this documentary recor

The First Decade (1980-1990)

Earth First!ss first few years (1980,1983) were characterized by largely symbolic acts, outreach, and fledglir
efforts to invent a fitting cultural infrastructure and identity, which was a contentious process that would
become ongoing, and was the result of differing political, religious, and strategic visions, including what sorts
tactics would be discussed in the journal and deployed in the field.

Early on, at Foremanes direction and insiskiengel:rst! published according to a pagan calendar and its
masthead announced that the movement did not accept the authority of the nation-state. At the same time,
and the movementes founders dressed in Western cowboy garb and cultivated an image as frednecks
wilderness., This image went well with the macho notion that they were willing to wage a guerrilla campaig
that would sabotage Earthes destroyers, but it also early on engendered criticism for promoting an alienati
patriarchal, and violent ethos. Such criticisms would lead to intense debates in the coming years.

The original exhibition includes and interactive gallery of images of
the Earth First! movement. View the items on the following pages.
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Dave Foreman in a Cowboy Hat. See Earth First! 2, no. 2. ... Earth First!

Dave Foreman in a Cowboy Hat
Dave Foreman cultivating the image of Earth Firstlers as frednecks for wilderness.,,

Dave Foreman unleashes his tongue during this summeres 4th of July fSagebrush Patriotse Rally, as he exposes the
REAL traitors to the land: The fSagebrush Rebels,, and the corporate/industrial complex behind them.

See Earth First! 2, no. 2
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Earth First! Mache Night in Jackson, Wy. Howie Wolke grins as he prepares to beat other EFlers at arm
wrestling. Howie surprised James (. Watt at the EF! demonstration outside the Western Governors’
Conference when he reached over a Secret Service agent, took Watt's hand and said, “Mr. Secrelary, I'm

'Howie Wolke and | organized the Anti-Watt rally over there.”

Howie Wolke arm-wrestles at the Earth First! fMacho Night, in Jackson, Wyoming. See Earth First! 2, no. 2. ... Earth First! ... Earth Fir

Harvey Wolke Wrestling
Howie Wolke arm wrestling at an Earth First! f Macho Night, in Jackson, Wy.

Earth First! Macho Night in Jackson, Wy. Howie Wolke grins as he prepares to beat other EFlers at arm wrestling.
Howie surprised James G. Watt at the EF! demonstration outside the Western Governores Conference when he reached
over a Secret Service agent, took Wattse hand and said, fMr. Secretary, lsm Howie Wolke and | organized the Anti-Watt
rally over there.,

See Earth First! 2, no. 2 .
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... Earth First!

Cowboy Johnny Sagebrush

Earth Firstler Bart Koehler called his musical cowboy avatar fJohnny Sagebrush., He produced fThe Earth First! Lisl Green Songbook
1981, officially published as fThe Earth First! Liel Green Songbook, in 1986.

Except for a few copies we will be sending out to members who have paid for them, the Liel Green Songbook is sold out.
Johnny has been writing a lot of all-new original eco-radical tunes lately, and we are looking forward to publishing them
in an expanded version of his songbook. They will probably go for about 4$ each. Note: Therees even a rumor that
Johnny is planning on recording a best-selling LP one of these days!

See Earth First! 2, n0. 2 .
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... Earth First!

Earth First! Mudmen

Two Earth First! fMudmen, advertise a call for event and photo contributions for the fFirst Earth First! Earth Calendar,,, which followed
the pagan calendar.

Tired of calendars starting with January and ending with December? Year after monotonous year? Then rise up and
throw off those shackles of bound conformity with the First Earth First! Earth Calendar. which begins this autumn with
All Hallowes Eve. From there we follow the grand old cycles of the Earthes rhythm, as folks did in the days of yore.
(Before all this insanity got going.) Help make this a truly seasoned effort. Send in your favorite dates, quotes, eco-
catastrophes, Earth info, and any other terribly important data which you have been saving up for a time like this.

See Earth First! 2, no. 3.
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By 1982 Foreman and many others had been introduced to and enthusiasticallyeeplrecedy , a
biocentric philosophy first articulated a decade earlier by the Norwegian philosopher Arne Naess . Linking th
philosophy to nature religions, Foreman wrote, fDeep Ecology is the most important philosophical current c
our time,, and pledged to make Earth First! a forum for such philosophy as well as for fEarth religion i
whatever guise., He even contended that fall of us are religious, even atheists like [co-founder] Howie Wo
who deifies grizzly bears and hopes to become éhe:)(iirsz! 2, no. 8 , p. 2). Wolke considered such
religious talk counterproductive and Foreman would eventually distance himself from earthen spiritualities, bt
given the presented image, it was not surprising that a very wide array of activists€rednecks and paga
feminists and chauvinists, hippies and anarchists, social justice activists and misanthropes, ecologists
postmodern critics of science€would be drawn to the movement. This diversity and the contention it arousec
was early and often expressed in Earth First!

-~ £
E
3
:

-

!:u Earih unnmheﬁhsﬁé'm'h!hdmpm#lm
on Glen Canvon Dam, Person on the left is unidentified spirit of G. Hayduke.

CraCk Em p! Here, the plastic fcrack, is suspended over Glen Canyon Dam.

This was one of the earliest actions by Earth First!, and received a

According tWikipedia , fOn March 21, 1981 the radical ) o )
_ . . lot of attention despite its symbolic natur&azsbdirst! 2, no. 4
environmental group Earth First! staged an anti-dam protest by

unfurling a 300-foot (91 m) tapered black sheet of plastic down the

face of the dam, making it appear as if a gigantic crack had afiipeacegyright holder reserves, or holds for their own use, all the
in the structure , a direct re-enactment of a scene from Abbeykights provided by copyright law, such as distribution,

book. Authorities were unable to find the individuals responsitﬂ@fﬁormancex and creation of derivative works.

Symbolic acts such as these marked the first few years of the

movement.

Photograph by Everett S. Ruess.

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their own use, all the
rights provided by copyright law, such as distribution,
performance, and creation of derivative works.
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Earth First! 5, n0. 6
Photograph by Jacqueline Moreau.

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their own use, all the rights provided by copyright law, such as distribution, performance, ar
creation of derivative works.

But these were also early years of tremendous energy and innovation. By 1983, the movementes activists
engaged in high-stakes and high-profile campaigns, attempting to halt loghegpeaatices they
considered a threat to the natural heritage of North America and beyond. Over time, the movement al:
spawned many additional organizations with their own foci, suétaadgdresiction Network and a group

that would eventually becothe Center for Biological Diversity , one of the most tenacious defenders of
wildlands in North America.

Betweeri983 and 1987, the movement experienced a dramatic expansion in numbers and campaigns, anc

public profile increased. Activists started invading the offices of politicampameés, blockadibglidozers
or occupying ancient trees, and in some cases, driving metal stakes into trees or sabotaging equipment in
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efforts to thwart logging. These tactics also created controversy and garnered major media attention, whi
activists hoped would spur increased public resistance to deforestation. Internal dissension also grew during tl
years, however, as anarchists (of different sorts) debated with non-anarchists, and some of the moveme
feminists, most prominently Judi Bari, objected to what they considered to be the sexism of the movemen
most prominent male leaders. Still others complained about the hierarchal structure of the journal itself ar
demanded a wider array of voices be included, including those advancing animal-liberationist and social-jus
causes.
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The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their own use, all Tfee copyright holder reserves, or holds for their own use, all the
rights provided by copyright law, such as distribution, rights provided by copyright law, such as distribution,
performance, and creation of derivative works. performance, and creation of derivative works.

These are cartoon depictions of fideal, male and female radical environmentalists. The female portrayal, in particular, received
criticism from women in Earth First!, who thought it demonstratedeaitying sexism prevalent in the movement. It was debated for
decades to come, particularly in the writings of Judi Bari. See Earth First! Journal 11, no. 5 .

In 1987 Edward Abbey himself, who badome friends with Foreman and attended movement gatherings, was
harshly criticized for supposedly sexist and racist views but was sharply defended by others, which led to de
divisions in the movement. Leftists and anarchists promoted greater attention to economic injustices al
revolutionary movements whaotbers objected, arguing that Earth First! should stay tightly focused on the

conservation of biological diversity and not get distracted by sudiovayszgustifiable they might be on
anthropocentric or humanitarian grounds.

By the mid-1980s, Foreman had become disillusioned with the movement he had co-founded, and after

attacks on Abbey in late 1987 he decided to step back from editing the journal. The growingntbntention
Foremanes decision were signs that momentum was building toward a major schism in the movement.
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The original exhibition includes and interactive gallery of articles
concerning the Earth First! movement. View the items on the
following pages.

For six years I've been editor of The
Earth First! Journal. I've watched it
grow as I've watched the Earth First!
movement grow. During the past three
years, Pve been aided in producing this
newspaper on an ever-increasing basis by
John Davis. Indeed, John (as Managing
Editor) has had primary editorial re-
sponsibility for much of that time. It
8 time for change, and for recognition
of Johw's key role.

With this issue, John Davis becomes
Editor of The Earth First! Journal. I will
continue as Publisher, and will provide
what help is necessary to Johnand Dale
in their editorial duties, although that
help will steadily recede, as they take
charge of all the multifarious duties re-
quired in putting out a newspaper. This

See Earth First! 8, N0. 6 ... Earth First!

will free me to work on other projects,
such as several books that Ned Ludd
Books will publish during the next year
or two. I also will contribute regular
essays to EF! and will have primary
responsibility for “Dear Ned Ludd” and
for the “Earth First! Bookstore” - which
will become a bit more personalized.

Since I took over the editor’s job in
1982, I've written an editorial column,
“Around the Campfire,” on this page.
That is now John's duty and his initial
offering follows these comments. “Around
the Campfire” will continue in a differ-
ent form, however, as a fairly regular
column in the back pages of this news-
paper. In it, Il comment on various
tup;:s of interest within the Earth First!
tribe.

Before I turn this over to John, let me
simply say that editing and publishing
The Earth First! Journal has been the
high point of my seventeen-year career
as a preservationist. I've enjoyed it, and
T've felt fulfilled in doing it. But it is
time to move on. I'm tirved of the constant
responsibility of producing a newspaper
eight times a year, I've spent enough time
as the most visible spokesperson for the
Earth First! movement, and I yearn
Jfor the freedom to represent only Dave
Foreman. Thanks to all of you for your
support of this newspaper and this
movenent over the last years.

"Nough said. I can't think of anyone
Twould rather have replace me as editor
than my friend, John Davis. That's wihy
he's your new editor.

—Dave Foreman

Dave Foreman Steps Back as Editor for Earth First! Journal (21 June 1988)

Before | turn this over to John, let me simply say that editing and publighirg fhe’ Jonrnal has been the high

point of my seventeen-year career as a preservationist. leve enjoyed it, and Isve felt fulfilled in doing it. But it is time to

move on.
€ Dave Foreman

See Earth First! 8, no. 6
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Foreman & Morton:

“Good luck, darlin’. It’s been great.”

Dhear friends

W feel like we should be sitting ot the
bar of a sedy honky-tonk, drinking Lone
Sear, thurmbing quarters in the country-west.
erm julschox, and writing this ketter on a bar
aagkin.

Breaking up 1s never easy todo, whether
it's with a lower or an organization that's
been the central focus of your life for a
decade. But people and groups change over
time, and the Earth First! movemnent seems
to be changing in such a way that we don't
feel comfortable sharing a name with it any

Soit'stime to sitdown and write a “Dear
John” letter to Earth First!. This 0%t a sad
letter, but it's not & happy letter either. I'va
letter that remembers the good times, but
recognises we and Earth Firit! are on separate
tralls. t's bittersweet, with fond memories
and glad anticipations.

From the beginning, Earth Flest! has

of these changes and Dave has tmed to polnt
them out In articles and speeches. Sensing
an influx into our gene pool by those more
adapted o a soclal and economic |ustioe
worldview than an ecological one, Dave of-
fered his perspective on what defined the
Earth First! species in a speech at the 1987
Gmnd Canyon Rendezvous and later In an
articke for the Eadh First! Jownal entithed
“Whither Earth First!?™

However, the divergence continued
and has been hastened by increased preda-
tion Fromn the F and others. Unless we can
adapt to both this enw and

most pan these are honest differences be-
mndnm!;mﬂwhnmpﬂmem-
" A

ecologlcal wildemness identification, preser-
vatkon and restoration.

Some will ask, “Wiy not stay and fight
to return Earth First! to its original ideas and
goali? Why shandon the movement to

o | these who would transform Earth First! into

pm;hmlﬂmmwm We
of such causes. But

this divergence within our gene pool we will
become extinct as & speches.

Our personal chobce for adapting Is 1o
dheclare that the Earth First] mowement has

years ago, and then retire the name “Earth
Firstl.” We should then regroup under differ-
et names to continue the work to which we

straddled a wide slice of the en
movement. It seems to s that we've had
mwmuwmmmlum

pr

mmmmmmmmm

gal (c1val disobect

mmmmmmpmh
&l_mlmlunnn'

are y best with those

we are moit closely related. In ecological

mmwduhrwmﬂnm
of evolution into

separmate
mmm specthically sdapted o

ndtlllnlﬂlhmynupluunlmd

taphor,
Firstl over the last decade is that of a general-
Ist species in a new habitat with many avail-
able niches, (3ay, a finch blown over to the
of

ment.
50 be it
Both of us have smoked a Jot of clgars
and downed a lot of beers trying to figure out
what to do. But we cannot escape the fact
M*mu_ywhhmdﬂn the curnent

Gi.lpm) Slowly, different pop
species sdapt to more effec-
uu,mmmmmmm
into separate species. Oftentimes, external
environmental stresses push a generalist
toward Easter differentistion ino

Fintl. Those glven to better explolting the
different niches of digect
action, and conservation biology have been

g:&m years we've recognized signs

xpand Earth

Dear EFler,
lhdl.l.hl:hmhhlmmudhle
camp Wstening w0 Bob Marley, smoking a

br.\um' and writing this on the back of a

See Earth First! 10, no. 8

EH have come o
ﬂnlrl!mbkdedllnnnkm Thals letter
announces that decision. We do not hence-
forth represent what has becomae Earth First
and we are not represented by it

Wi do not with o go it some unfar-
tunate matters of recent thetorc disected
against us (Dave in particular) and the origi-
nal ideals of Earth First! by some who would
lead the movernent to a new niche, nor

truggle

Earth frst. w:utuunmpmmmngmvo-
cates for the process of evolution and the
nion-human waorkd. mmndwmem

I-np' on thisplanet today. We belevethat
o overshoot-

to the Earth First! Ing the cammytng capacity rumnm |
move- oa o
Lﬁnmm-mﬁ.mﬁ#ﬂ ]
not think that
raclst, Fascist, Imperialist, sexist or misan-

an environmental reincarnation of the New
Left?™ We can only reply that we have never
een a fight for control of an organdzation

Abso, as we've pointed out, we think that the
Earth First] name and movement have out-
lived thelr usefulness for us. One reason for
that is that we no longer manipulate the
mmedia. The media manipulste us and estab-
lish our style for us. It is time to regroup,
refocus oul enenghes, confuse our enemies,
and do whatever we can do best to Impede
tthe destruction of our precious Earth. More-
over, s numbser of conservationlsts to whom
weane very attached and with whom we wish
o work in the hature have alnesdy left or are
pluwh;bhu!lﬂhl’hﬂ Finally, wedo

not want b the courageous ac.
tans of those i Earth First],

In closing. let us thank all of you for
your and whether

it

our lives although we expaect the next ten to
be even better. We do not ask anyone to
Hodlow us out of Earth First] nor do we plan to
offer competition to Earth Firstl. Them is

e

thropic even if it 1s po
comucopians of the Left, Right and Middle,

50, what does our keaving Earth Fimt!
mean? First of all, we will not exit in a
FanCOroUs OoF angry way. We wish those who
remain in Earth First! the best and we wish
campaigns like Redwood Summer every
FUCCESES. ch‘.llnmmrjduvwlm;
Earth Firit!

room in the
envimonmental movement, many niches to

fill, and a need for many groups working
andfor harmo In defense

separately
of the great dance of life, Too much diversiry K,

within one group can become counterpro-
ductive. When that oocurs, enengy and time
s wasted debating contrasting styles, phi-

‘worldviews, priorities and strate.

mmﬂmmunmuhuhnh

First! with us, Wlwﬂlmhllll:wm(hq

have to make a cholce
twl.lnmd.l.lnnmrqhtndlhed.lw

belabor the specific trends and

within EFl that cause us concern. And we
wish to make it abundantly clear that for the

First!

.. Earth First!

struggle Leftic ofthe
“neve” Earth First] is wrong, We are merely

ifferent and have our own separate
strengths and roles 1o play. We continue to
asdmire and mapoect many of thie wnd

" ‘Wocal groups in Earth Firstl and have no

reason to critickee them.
We will continue with the Dave
plans 1o begin m“mm;m

biocentrsm, we will be starting a new of-
Fanizaton 10 work on concete propodals for

;Izt. It Is Ear better to recognize the diffes.
ences, accept that one is not rght and the
other wrong, that we're simply different, kiss
& last thme, fle a no-Eault divornce, and say to
the other, “Good luck, daslin’, it's been
great.”

Spliming the sheets I3 not pleasant but
staying together with irreconcilable differ.
TR 5 WO,

Happy Trails

— Dave Foreman and Nancy Moron
POB 5141, Tucson, AZ BST03

PS5 Wi are sorry that word of our plans
leaked out In the news mexdia before we had
achance io send this letter o the EF! Journal.

Dave Foreman€s and Nancy Morton€s Goodbye Letter (22 September 1990)

Both of us have smoked a lot of cigars and downed a lot of beers trying to figure out what to do. But we cannot escape
the fact that we are uneasy with much in the current EF! movement. We therefore have come to the irrevocable decision
to leave.

€ Dave Foreman and Nancy Morton

See Earth First! 10, no. 8
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%xpand Earth First!

Dear EFlers,

-
[ feel like | should be sitting arcund base =

camp listening to Bob Marley, smoking a
hoover, and writing this on the back of a
rolling paper. But If Dave Forernan wants a
divorce from all the hipple leftist anarchist
humanists in Earth Firstl, I've got a few
things to say.

First of all, I'm not out to trash Dave
Foreman. | have a lotof respect for him, both
for introducing me and many others to the
idea of biocentrism, and for the decentral-
ized, non-hierarchical non-organization he
helped set up in EFl But this divorce has been
a long tme coming, and it's based on real
political differences,

Dwave Foreman calls himself a conserva-
tlonist, and believes that the focus of EF
should be limited to preserving wilderness in
public land set-asides, [absolutely agree that
we nesd to save sve we can, and [
support all efforts to preserve or re-establish
wikderness. But | don't think preserving
wilklerness in set-asldes is enough. Our socl-
ety is 30 destructive that any wilderness we
preserve may be destroved by ackd rmain,
drought, or the greenhouse cffect. And, as
the earth continues to deteriorate under the
weight of human abuse, social pressure to
consume any unspoiled land will become so
great that we will lose it eventually.

only way to preserve wikderness
and the only way 1o save our planet's life
suppart system from collapse |s to find a way
tor 1ive on the earth that doesn't destioy the
earth. In other words, Earth First] i not just
a conservation movement, it is also a- social
change movement. This Is why EF! has
attracted m ¥ people who Live alterna-

' liwllll:stylr doesn't make sense to
"" bemoan the destrucilon T HETOTE Wit

th

patrlul, indg]m'ﬁ:iﬂ}edmmmt culture of

But in :ph:e m‘ th: fact that many of us
think putting the earth first Involves pro.
found soclal change, it is wrong for Dave to
characterize us as “lefdsts” or “a class
struggle group.” For one thing, we are too
irreverent and we have too much of a sense

rms needed to save the the
strategy for Redwood Summer was to in.
crease our numbers, We had 2000 people at
the EF] rally in Ft. Bragg. and we hawve been

staging actions all . We'ne
not watering down the movement—we're
ding our radicalisea by sending all th

people home with new experience in direct
action.

world view is the prominence of women In
EF! Ed Abbey's etrogressive view of women
IIE sex objects doesn't make it here, where

competent women. And al.tlmush mal
dominance is not the only problem with our
society o the sole reason for the destruction
of nature, it isdefinitely a factor. Any change
toward a non-exploitive culture would have
to include a balance betwoen masculine and

Iy ironic that Dave sees us
as having strayed from EF)’s principles, be-
cause we are the front line warriors of Earth
First!, risking our lives out there defending
the forest. And that Is the most Important
partofour movenent, We are a direct-action.

Eruu_mandm: ihedfront lines,
—not on the lecture cirouit or in the minds of
theoreticians.

Mobody has all the answers, and one of
contimued on page &

Expand EF! . . .

AVES T fU‘J"I:I'.I.i\.I'I}" strittg:lrs m bc fol-
lowed at once. But if Dave Foreman or
anyone else starts insisting on conventional-
iy, we will bose our spark.

I don't see Dave’s leaving as a split in
Earth First], but rather as an evolution. We
are not moving away from his ideas, we are
expanding them. The activitles he proposes
are not in competition with ours, and there
iz no reason for anyone to have to choose
sides. Things are not the same as they were
ten years ago and Earth First! s changing too.
But we will continue, and a year from now
we'll still be out there kicking corporate butt.

— Judi Bari
Page & Earth First! September 22, 1990

See Earth Firstl0, no. 8... Earth First!

Judi Bari€s Response (22 September 1990)

First of all, lsm not out to trash Dave Foreman. | have a lot of respect for him, both for introducing me and many others
to the idea of biocentrism, and for the decentralized, non-hierarchical non-organization he helped set up in EF! But this
divorce has been a long time coming, and ites based on real political differences.

€ Judi Bari

See Earth First10, no. 8
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Four Earth First! members, including Dave Foreman, were arrested in May 1989 after an FBI informant infiltrated the group. The
consequent arrest of a fifth activist led to the group being dubbed the fArizona 5., See Earth First! 9, n0. 6 .

... Earth First!

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their own use, all the rights provided by copyright law, such as distribution, performance, ar
creation of derivative works.

Bdween 1987 and 1990, Earth First! campaigns proliferated and intensified, law enforcement authoritie
infiltrated the movement and a bombing captured headlines, exacerbating internal divisions yet further. On
and 30 May 1989, four activists, including Foreman, were arrested by federal agents (a fifth activist was arre
later, and the group was dubbed the Arizona 5); they were accused of conspiring to topple power lines associ
with a nuclear power plant, along with other crimes. All of the activists were eventually convicted; one receive
six-year sentence, the second three years. Foreman himself eventually pled guilty to a misdemeanor and av
jail altogether.

Long before the cases of the Arizona 5 were adjudicated, on 24 May 1990, a bomb exploded in a car being di
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